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2014: The Year of the Writer 

Self-Publishing Webinar in 2016! 

 Join KWI as we reconvene on January 23rd for our first 
program of the New Year! It will prove to be an informa-
tive one so don’t miss out! We will be participating in a 
webinar led by Stuart Malone of Createspace. He will be 
presenting on Self-Publishing so bring your notebooks and 
listening ears as Stuart answers all your burning questions. 
There will be more information to come so stay tuned. 
Happy Holidays! 

Sincerely, 

Romie Chavez 
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December Workshops  

By: Angela Johnson 

From Austin to Aliens: Tough Chicks 
Date: December 1, 2015-December 14, 2015 
Presenter: Jacqui Jacobi. FMI: http://www.romance-ffp.com/from-austen-to-aliens-tough-chicks/ 
 
Magical Creatures and Monsters in Enchanted England 
Date: December 1, 2015-December 21, 2015 
Presenter: MM Pollard. FMI: http://www.romance-ffp.com/magical-creatures-and-monsters-in-
enchanted-england/ 
 
Savvy Author Workshops 
Dates: November 23, 2015-December 31, 2015 
FMI: http://ce.savvyauthors.com/index.cfm?
fuseaction=Page.ViewPage&monthrequest=12&yearrequest=2015&pageId=488&parentPageId=487 

Reminder!!!  

Annual Writing Retreat 

The 2016 writing retreat will be held over the weekend of April 15 – 17 at Basswood Lodge in Platte 

City, MO just north of KC. We’ll kick things off with check in at 3:00 p.m. Friday, April 15 (you 

don’t have to arrive that early!) and check out at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, April 17.   

We’ll out on Friday evening and serve the rest of the meals ourselves. The menu is looking pretty 

yummy!  

Saturday morning – breakfast casseroles with sausage, bacon, cheese and eggs 

Saturday lunch – sandwich smorgasbord with a selection of deli meats, cheeses, breads and sides 

Saturday supper – taco bar Olé – with hamburger, chicken, guacamole, homemade salsa and dips, 

chips, cheese plus more 

Sunday breakfast – muffins, bagels & cream cheese 

Members interested in attending are asked to put down a $50 deposit per person no later than Febru-

ary 1. Deposits should be forwarded to the treasurer, Shayne Sawyer. The final cost of the retreat 

will be determined based on numbers attending and the cost of supplies for the event.   
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Non-Sanctioned Mini-Retreat Reminder 

KWI member Cheryl Swayne is hosting a mini-retreat at her home. On Saturday January 16, 2016, Cheryl 

will open her home to members between 9am and 9pm. Drop in when you can, or stay the whole time, it's 

up to you. The January retreat will focus on writing again after a holiday season of distractions. Meriden 

might seem far away. However, we live downtown and are easy to locate. Downtown Meriden is only 7 

miles on K4 Highway from North Topeka. Days and times are subject to change at the desecration of the 

owners. 

What can you expect at a retreat at Cheryl’s house? 

 Lots of off street parking and a big driveway 

 Cats and a poodle to help you write 

 A quiet neighborhood/home 

 Living room with lots of comfy chairs 

 Dining room that provides 3 table areas and chairs to write from 

 Spare room with exercise equipment you can use, or wall space with butcher paper, and dry erase boards for brainstorming 

 An extra bedroom with a writing desk, comfy chair, or a nap (nap poodle and nap cats provided) 

 A home made pot of stew or chili, ice water, and iced tea 

 A fridge and use of our kitchen for food storage or food prep if you bring your own food supplies 

 A big supply of afghan blanket to wrap up in 

 Fresh coffee and espresso drinks 

 Access to WIFI 

New Book Release for Former KWI President 

Linda Madl released her third annual collection of ghost stories from Kindle. Oct. 31. 

 The Ghost Bride – link http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0176GHBOI 

Two romantic old-fashioned ghost stories with just enough creepiness for the fall season. 

  A Fine Collection of Urns – link http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-

text&ield-keywords=A+fine+collection+of+urns 

Four contemporary tales told in the spirit of the old Victorian gentlemen, but these narrators are women. Spooky. Leave the lights on while 

you read. 

  Happy Holidays from the Cemetery - link http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-text&field-

keywords=Happy+holidays+from+the+cemetery&rh=n%3A133140011%2Ck%3AHappy+holidays+from+the+cemetery 

Four hair-raising gothic tales from the prairie. For your reading pleasure, ghost lovers.  



KWI Next Meeting 

When: November 21st, 2015 

Where: First Congregational 

Church, 1701 SW Collins 

Topic: KWI Holiday Party 

December: No meeting. See 

you in 2016 

Future Meetings 

When: January 23rd, 2016 

Room: Anton (Upper Level) 

Where: Topeka Shawnee County 

Public Library 

Topic: Webinar on Self-Publishing 

________________________ 

All meetings begin as follows: 

Time: 10:00am –2:00pm. 

Critique :10:00am-12:00pm 

Board meeting: 12:00-1:00 

Program Topic: 1:00pm –2:00pm 

 

Visit us online at: 

www.kswritersinc.com  

www.kswriters.wordpress.com 
 

 

Financials 
Starting Balance: $2,973.12 

Receipts: $120.00  

Expenses: $50.00 

Ending Balance: $3,043.12 

 

KWI Blog 

Are you interested in writing a blog for KWI? Contact Tish 

‘Bear’ Glasson by e-mail: bearwmnkwi@gmail.com.  

Further Reading 

 6 Ways Standup Can Make You a Better Writer 

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/6-ways-standup-can-make-you-a-better-

writer 

 6 Ways to Stay Creative as a Writer (When You’re a Parent) 

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/6-ways-to-stay-creative-as-a-writer-

when-youre-a-parent 

 Don’t Scrimp on an Editor 

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/dont-scrimp-on-an-editor 

 3 Kick-in-the-Pants Tips to Unleash Your Creative Awesomeness 

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/3-kick-in-the-pants-tips-to-unleash-your-

creative-awesomeness 

 11 Things You Need to Know When Writing a Memoir 

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/11-things-you-need-to-know-when-

writing-a-memoir 

 Writing Steampunk: Plots, Character, Settings & More 

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/writing-steampunk-plots-characters-

settings-more 

 6 Ways Winning a Writing Competition Helped Me Get Published 

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/6-ways-winning-a-writing-competition-

helped-me-get-published 

 How to tell a story 

http://www.ted.com/playlists/62/how_to_tell_a_story 

 The Big Reason Why Agents and Editors Often Stop Reading 

https://janefriedman.com/narrative-thrust/ 


