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KWI: KANSAS WRITER’S INK
October 20th, 2015

Newsletter Vol. 16 No. 15

October Program
Featured Guest Speaker: Annette Hope Billings

By: Morgan Rothenberger

2015-2016 KWI Board Members
President: Billie-Renee Knight
Vice-President: Janet Stotts
Secretary: Leslie Galbraith

Annette Hope Billings is a poet/playwright/
actress from Topeka, Kansas who has written
three plays and two collections of poetry. Her
most recent poetry collection, "A Net Full of
Hope," was published in January of this year and
readers have dubbed her
"Maya of the Midwest." She
was recently awarded an
ARTY Award in Literature from ArtsConnect in Topeka.
She is also a recipient of Topeka Civic Theatre and Academy's Renna Hunter Award. Pairing her love of theatre with
her love of poetry, she has had successful performances in
Topeka, Lawrence, Emporia, Wichita, Salina and radio
stations KKFI, KPRT and KCUR in Kansas City, Missouri. Please don’t miss out on

Treasurer: Shayne Sawyer
Membership: Cheryl Swayne
Newsletter: Romie Chavez
Advisor to the President: Tish Glasson
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2014: The Year of the Writer

November Online Workshops
By: Angela Johnson
Enchanted England
Date: November 1–13, 2015
Presenter: MM Pollard. FMI, http://www.starrwa.org/ or carolhenry@frontiernet.net.
Breaking Down Writer's Block
Date: November 1—21, 2015
Presenter: Shannon Donnelly. FMI, www.lararwa.com.
BDSM in Romance
Date: November 1–30, 2015
Presenter: Sascha Illyvich. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#NOV2.
Top Editing Strategies for Writers
Date: November 1–30, 2015
Presenter: MM Pollard. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#NOV1.
Writing Fiction with Impact
Date: November 1–30, 2015
Presenter: Editor MM Pollard. FMI, http://fthrw.com/online-workshops.
Creating an Author Website at Wordpress.com in Four Easy Lessons
Date: November 2–13, 2015
Presenter: Catherine Chant. FMI, http://www.rwaonlinechapter.org/campus.htm.
Developing Stronger Characters Through Journaling
Date: November 2–13, 2015
Presenter: Cathy Chant. FMI, http://lowcountryrwa.com/workshops/all-workshops/#NOV.
Principles of Good Website Design for Writers
Date: November 2–13, 2015
Presenter: Catherine Chant. FMI, http://www.carolinaromancewriters.com/online-workshop-schedule.html.
BEND IT LIKE BECKHAM: Developing Character and Character Arc
Date: November 2–17, 2015
Presenters: Melinda Curtis & Anna J. Stewart. FMI, http://contemporaryromance.org/events/workshops/.
Secrets for Authors: How to Balance Writing, Book Marketing, and Your Schedule While Igniting Your Creativity
Date: November 2–23, 2015
Presenter: Stacy Juba. FMI, http://yarwa.com/programs/.

Continued on page 4
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KS Writers, Inc
Regular Meeting – Anton Room
September 26, 2015 @ 12:30 – Anton Room
Submitted by Leslie Galbraith
The meeting was called to order at 12:30 p.m. by President Billie-Renee Knight.
Members Present: Romie Chavez, Leslie Galbraith, Jason Glasson, Tish Glasson, Reaona Hemmingway,
Angela Johnson, Bobbie Johnston, Billie-Renee Knight, Lori Martin, Shayne Sawyer, Cheryl Swayne, and
Kevin Wilson
Previous Minutes: Approved as written and published in the September newsletter by unanimous vote.
Financial Report:
August beginning balance: $3,358.47
August income:
$ 20.00
August expenses:
$
0.00
August ending balance:
$3,378.47
Unfinished business
Bloody gavel e-pub report & deadline reminder
The deadline for final submissions to Shayne is still October 1. We are still waiting for the report from
the ad hoc committee headed by Ian Hall for more information on the publishing aspect of this venture.

Business Cards:
The KWI business cards have arrived. Each dues paying member will receive an initial batch of 20
cards. Anyone needing more after that should contact the secretary Leslie Galbraith for more.
Brochure:
The brochure Morgan created has been approved and she will now seek bids for printing and report back
at a subsequent meeting.
KAC conference in October
Reaona announced the dates and particulars of the Kansas Author’s Club annual conference to be held
on October 2 – 4 at the Ramada Inn here in Topeka. More details can be found on their website.
Reminders for newsletter, blog, & website information
Romie will send out a reminder for the deadline for submitting to next month’s newsletter. Billie-Renee
is still needing author bios and photos for the website. You can contact her at knightdrk2@yahoo.com. Tish
is seeking blog posts and will reward anyone who submits with their favorite treat.
New business
Report from executive board meeting
The board reported on its 2015-2016 goals, which include updating the by-laws and policies & procedures, increasing membership through outreach/activities, publicizing KWI in the community through participation in local events and hosting our own events, using the newly created business cards and brochures
to advertise in the community, promoting participation in KWI hosted events, and offering more social activities.
Continued on page 7
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November Workshops Continued.
By: Angela Johnson
Alphas: Leaders of the Pack
Date: November 2–27, 2015
Presenter: Robin Matheson. FMI, http://www.rwamysterysuspense.org/coffin.
Emergency Medicine and Search and Rescue
Date: November 2–27, 2015
Presenter: EMTs Jaxine and Dan Bubis. FMI, http://www.rwamysterysuspense.org/coffin.
Pacing Pride vs. Pacing Robbers
Date: November 2–29, 2015
Presenter: Kat Duncan. FMI, http://rwasd.com/training/index.html.
Organizational Tools for the Disorganized Author
Date: November 2–30, 2015
Presenter: Mindy Klasky. FMI, http://www.marylandromancewriters.com/organizational-tools-for-thedisorganized-author/.
WriteSEX: Defining Erotica
Date: November 2–November 30, 2015
Presenter: Sascha Illyvich. FMI, http://crw-rwa.ning.com/page/crwonlineworkshops.
Character Psychology
Date: November 16–27, 2015
Presenter: Laurie Schnebly Campbell. FMI, http://rwasd.com/training/index.html.
Author Branding
Date: November 16–December 13, 2015
Presenter: Rebecca L. Cameron. FMI, http://www.occrwa.org/onlineclasses.html.
Writing Young Adult Fiction
Date: November 30–December 11, 2015
Presenter: Catherine Chant. FMI, http://www.carolinaromancewriters.com/online-workshop-schedule.html.
Military 101 with Merien Grey
Date: November 1-30, 2015
Presenter: Merien Grey. FMI, http://www.celtichearts.org/workshops/
Savvy Author Workshops
Dates: November 1-30, 2015
FMI: http://ce.savvyauthors.com/index.cfm?
fuseaction=Page.ViewPage&monthrequest=11&yearrequest=2015&pageId=488&parentPageId=487
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Holiday Party 2015
The KWI holiday party will be held on Saturday, November 21, at the First Congregational Church,
1701 SW Collins beginning at 11:30 a.m. This party is held in lieu of a regular meeting at the library.
Participants are asked to bring a dish to share (casserole, salad, or dessert). Please email the secretary Leslie Galbraith at sissygiggles25@sbcglobal.net and let her know what you plan to bring so we
can fill in whatever we might need.
Our major fundraiser of the year is held at the holiday party. We hold an auction for white elephant
gifts. All attendees are encouraged to donate a gift for the auction. Last year we had several bottles
of wine, holiday decorations, gift soaps/bath sets, tea sets, scarves, candies, books, journals, and
miscellaneous household items. Items for the auction should not be wrapped.
If you have any questions, please contact Leslie at the email listed above.

Annual Writing Retreat
The 2016 writing retreat will be held over the weekend of April 15 – 17 at Basswood Lodge in Platte
City, MO just north of KC. We’ll kick things off with check in at 3:00 p.m. Friday, April 15 (you
don’t have to arrive that early!) and check out at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, April 17.
We’ll out on Friday evening and serve the rest of the meals ourselves. The menu is looking pretty
yummy!
Saturday morning – breakfast casseroles with sausage, bacon, cheese and eggs
Saturday lunch – sandwich smorgasbord with a selection of deli meats, cheeses, breads and sides
Saturday supper – taco bar Olé – with hamburger, chicken, guacamole, homemade salsa and dips,
chips, cheese plus more
Sunday breakfast – muffins, bagels & cream cheese
Members interested in attending are asked to put down a $50 deposit per person no later than February 1. Deposits should be forwarded to the treasurer, Shayne Sawyer. The final cost of the retreat
will be determined based on numbers attending and the cost of supplies for the event.
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KWI Member Opens Up Her Home To Writers
By: Cheryl Swayne
KWI member Cheryl Swayne is hosting two more mini-retreats at her home (The mini
retreats are hosted by Cheryl Swayne and not a sanctioned KWI organization event).
The first is on Saturday October 11, 2015 and the second will be on Saturday January
16, 2016. My home will be open to members between 9am and 9pm. Drop in when
you can, or stay the whole time, it's up to you. In addition to kinship and support, the
October retreat is to give members an opportunity to prepare for the November writing
event. The January retreat will get us focused on writing again after a holiday season of distractions.
What can you expect at a retreat at my house?


Lots of off street parking and a big driveway



Cats and a poodle to help you write



A quiet neighborhood/home



Living room with lots of comfy chairs



Dining room that provides 3 table areas and chairs to write from



Spare room with exercise equipment you can use, or wall space with butcher paper, and dry erase boards
for brainstorming



An extra bedroom with a writing desk, comfy chair, or a nap (nap poodle and nap cats provided)



A home made pot of stew or chili, ice water, and iced tea



A fridge and use of our kitchen for food storage or food prep if you bring your own food supplies



A big supply of afghan blanket to wrap up in



Fresh coffee and espresso drinks



Access to WIFI

The October date should be warm enough to work outside. We have two covered porches, an outdoor dining
table, and a new deck area. We are sadly lacking in outdoor chairs, so bring your own!
Meriden might seem far away. However, we live downtown and are easy to locate. Downtown Meriden is
only 7 miles on K4 Highway from North Topeka.

KWI Regular Meeting Minutes continued
The board approved the appointment of Shayne Sawyer to the office of treasurer to replace
Reed Holwegner upon his resignation.
The board reviewed the recommendations placed before it by the retreat committee. The
annual retreat will be held on April 15 – 17 at Basswood Lodge. A $50 deposit per person
attending is due no later than February 1. The committee also asked that KWI purchase the
meat and eggs for the meals to be served at the retreat and the board passed the motion.
Shayne and Billie-Renee will make the purchases a few days prior to the retreat. The committee also recommended these two be in charge of purchasing the paper products (paper towels,
paper plates, cups, plastic cutlery, toilet paper, trash bags) at the same time, the cost of which
will be divided up among attendees and included in the final price. A sign up sheet for additional food items will be distributed among those members attending the event following the
February deadline. At that time attendees will also be asked to make a final decision on the
venue for the Friday night dinner out.
The board agreed to move ahead with hosting the first author’s reading and wine &
cheese event. An ad hoc committee will be formed to organize this event.
Author’s Reading and Wine & Cheese Event
The president asked for volunteers to serve on an organizing committee for this event to
be held sometime in February. Bobbie, Leslie, Lory, Angela and Shayne volunteered to

serve.

KWI Next Meeting
When: October 24th, 2015
Where: Topeka Shawnee County
Public Library
Room: Anton Room 202
Topic: Annette Billing’s will give a
presentation on Poetry
Future Meetings
When: Saturday, November 21st,
2015
Where: First Congregational
Church, 1701 SW Collins
Topic: KWI Holiday Party
December: No meeting. See you
in 2016
________________________
All meetings begin as follows:
Time: 10:00am –2:00pm.

Holiday Party

Critique :10:00am-12:00pm

The Holiday party will be held on Saturday, November 21, beginning at 11:30 a.m. at the
First Congregational Church on the corner of 17th and Collins. Members are asked to bring a
potluck dish and a white elephant gift to be raffled off during the party. It’s asked that everyone confirm with the secretary Leslie Galbraith what they plan on bringing to the party for
food (main dish, salad, dessert) so the executive board can fill in any category as needed .

Board meeting: 12:00-1:00
Program Topic: 1:00pm –2:00pm

Next Month’s Program
Annettee Billings will present at 1:00 p.m. next month.

Financials
Starting Balance: $3,438.47

Kudos –

Receipts: $20.00

There were no kudos submitted.

Expenses: $485.35

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. and followed by a presentation by Topeka’s municipal liaison for National Novel Writing Month, Lissa Staley.

Ending Balance: $2,973.12

KWI Blog
Visit us online at:

Are you interested in writing a blog for KWI? Contact Tish
‘Bear’ Glasson by e-mail: bearwmnkwi@gmail.com.

www.kswritersinc.com
www.kswriters.wordpress.com

