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Picture This: A Panel Discussion on Setting
By: Romie Chavez
Human beings have been telling stories since the dawn of time.
For writers we strive to tell the best tale filled with all the necessary
components which make our readers and listeners get lost in the
worlds we have created. Weaving a story together seems simple
enough; you have a theme, plot, story structure, characters and setting. New writers and old writers alike strive to ensure that we encompass these basic rules.
Attending workshops helps a writer to hone his or her craft and
promote growth. Luckily for us, KWI is offering another chance for
its members to attend a panel discussion on one of these essential
pieces of writing—setting.

2015-2016 KWI Board Members
President: Billie-Renee Knight
Vice-President: Janet Stotts
Secretary: Leslie Galbraith
Treasurer: Shayne Sawyer
Membership: Carey Kennedy
Newsletter: Romie Chavez
Advisor to the President: Tish Glasson

Please join KWI on Saturday, February 27th, for a panel discussion on setting. Hear from members, Shayne Sawyer, Janet Stotts,
Angela Johnson and Billie-Renee Knight as they discuss their methods. Bring your pen and paper and questions as we tackle the art of
world building.
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February Online Workshops
By Angela Johnson

Writing A Series: Tying It All Together
Date: March 1-15, 2016
Presenter: Holly Jacobs. FMI, http://www.marylandromancewriters.com/writing-a-series-tying-it-all-together/.
Layering: Not Just for Cakes
Date: March 1–15, 2016
Presenter: Chris Redding. FMI, neorwaonline@gmail.com, http://www.neorwa.com/online-workshops/.
Deep Story Technique I
Date: March 1–25, 2016
Presenter: Carol Hughes. FMI, http://www.starrwa.org or carolhenry@frontiernet.net.
Battlefield Medicine
Date: March 1–28, 2016
Presenter: Georgie Lee. FMI, http://rwasd.com/training/index.html.
Advanced GMC
Date: March 1–31, 2016
Presenter: Kat Duncan. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#MAR2.
Bookkeeping for Writers
Dates: March 1–31, 2016
Presenter: Pepper O’Neal. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#MAR4.
“How’d I Miss That?” Tips and Tricks for Self-Editing
Date: March 1–31, 2016
Presenter: Kathryn Jane. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#MAR3.
Let’s Plot Your Novel
Dates: March 1–31, 2016
Presenter: Becky Martinez. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#MAR1.
Monster Revision From “Draft Zero” to “Done”
Dates: March 1–31, 2016
Presenter: Suzanne Johnson. FMI, http://utahrwa.com/.
Novel in a Month
Date: March 1–31, 2016
Presenter: Peter Andrews. FMI, http://www.heartofcarolina.org.
Patch Plot Holes with Brainstorming
Date: March 6–19, 2016
Presenter: Stephanie Giancola. FMI, http://yarwa.com/programs.
Writing YA/NA Historical Romance
Date: March 7–25, 2016
Presenter: Lynn Lovegreen. FMI, http://crw-rwa.ning.com/page/crwonlineworkshops.
Hardwired for Hot
Date: March 7–31, 2016
Presenter: Merien Grey. FMI, http://www.yosemiteromancewriters.com/.
Become a Better Editor: Top Editing Strategies for Writers
Date: March 7–April 1, 2016
Presenter: MM Pollard. FMI, http://www.rwaonlinechapter.org/campus.htm.
Foolproof Synopsis and Query Letters
Date: March 7–April 1, 2016
Presenter: Robin Matheson. FMI, http://crw-rwa.ning.com/page/crwonlineworkshops.
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KS Writers, Inc
Regular Meeting
January 23rd, 2016 @ 12:30
By: Leslie Galbraith
Call to order – the meeting was called to order at 12:30 by the president
Members present: Carolyn Cabral, Romie Chavez, Leslie Galbraith, Tish Glasson, Susie Graber, Reaonna Hemmingway, Billie-Renee Knight, Leonard Richter, Shayne Sawyer, Janet Stotts
Reading of previous minutes – the October minutes were approved as published in the January
newsletter
Financial report – was submitted by Shayne Sawyer, treasurer and will be attached to these
minutes in the formal record
Unfinished business
Author Reading event – The membership was updated regarding the need to seek a new
venue, which will also affect the date of the event. The committee will contact Classic Bean and the date will be set in accordance with their schedule, hopefully in May
when the weather is better.
Retreat deadline reminders – the membership was reminded of the February 1 deadline
for placing the $50 down payment on the retreat, which will be held April 15 – 17 at
Basswood Lodge in MO. The down payment is due to Shayne Sawyer, treasurer, by
February 1. Total costs for the retreat will be determined based on attendance and the
cost of supplies. A food signup sheet will be provided to those attending the retreat.
Reminders for newsletter, blog, & website information
New business
Proposals for amendments to By-laws
By-laws Proposal 1 – property – the members present unanimously voted to extend
the definition of property as proposed.
By-laws Proposal 2 – treasurer’s duties- the members present unanimously voted to
amend the duties of the treasurer as proposed
Proposals for amendments to the policies & procedures document
Measure 2015-1 – rename a committee - the members present unanimously voted to
change the name of the publicity committee to marketing
Measure 2015-3 – add a committee - the members present unanimously voted to add
the retreat committee to the list of standing committees.
The secretary, Leslie Galbraith, will make the amendments to the pertinent documents
and send copies to all members.
Kudos – no kudos were submitted
Adjournment – the meeting was adjourned by the president at 12:58 p.m.
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Upcoming Writing Events at the Library
Fiction Writing Basics Workshop with Thomas Fox Averill
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Marvin Auditorium 101BC
Writing short stories and flash fiction requires a different approach than novel-length writing. Author Thomas Fox Averill will guide aspiring short fiction
writers into crafting effective short fiction in this community writing workshop.
Averill will define the short story and its elements, and discuss how person, place, problem, point of view, plot, and process create meaningful reading
experiences. Averill will also lead the group in several writing exercises.
Thomas Fox Averill is Writer-in-residence and Professor of English at Washburn University. An O. Henry Award winner, he is the author of nine books:
three short story collection, two collections of nonfiction, and four novels. His 2011 novel, rode, won Outstanding Western Novel of 2011 as part of the
Western Heritage Awards. His latest, A Carol Dickens Christmas, was chosen as a Kansas Notable book and won the Byron Caldwell Smith Award from
the KU Hall Center for the Humanities.
Editing Your Novel
Thursday, March 10, 2016 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Marvin Auditorium 101BC
Writing the first draft of a novel is the first step on the journey to publication. To move toward a manuscript worth submitting, you have to sit down to edit.
Discuss types of revision in this community writing workshop including line editing, copy editing and peer feedback.
How to Workshop for Writers
Tuesday, April 12, 2016 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Marvin Auditorium 101BC
You can gather like-minded writers, share works, successfully workshop fiction, nonfiction and poetry and make your own writing community right where
you are. We'll show you how. Leave armed with new connections and resources to get started with creating or joining a writers group.
Community Novel Project: Marketing Yourself
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Marvin Auditorium 101C
Create and promote your writing persona to help connect readers to your books. Learn how to improve author bios, use social media, choose head shots
and give compelling written and recorded interviews. Get tips and share experiences with other writers. Registration required. Go tohttp://
tscpl.eventbrite.com.
Self-Publishing with Createspace and Smashwords
Monday, June 6, 2016 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Marvin Auditorium 101C
Bringing your written work to market for sale and distribution has never been easier. Learn how to select a platform that fits your project. Join a discussion
about formatting and publication options. Share ideas about marketing to reach readers. Register at tscpl.eventbrite.com.
Marketing Your Self-Published Book
Saturday, July 30, 2016 • Noon-2 p.m.
Marvin Auditorium
Plan promotions for marketing your book. Create timelines and implement strategies leading up to and following publication. Share ideas for success with
consignment sales, fairs and events, giveaways, reader reviews, rankings, libraries, and other distribution channels. Register attscpl.eventbrite.com.
Save the Date for:
·

Local Writers Workshop - Saturday, August 20, 2016 - 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

·

Community Novel Project Book Launch - Sunday, September 25, 2016 - 2 p.m.- 4 p.m.

·

Great Writers, Right Here Author Fair – Saturday, December 10, 2016 – 1 p.m.- 4 p.m.
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Reminder!!!
Annual Writing Retreat
The 2016 writing retreat will be held over the weekend of April 15 – 17 at Basswood Lodge in Platte City, MO just north of KC. We’ll
kick things off with check in at 3:00 p.m. Friday, April 15 (you don’t have to arrive that early!) and check out at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, April
17.
We’ll out on Friday evening and serve the rest of the meals ourselves. The menu is looking pretty yummy!
Saturday morning – breakfast casseroles with sausage, bacon, cheese and eggs
Saturday lunch – sandwich smorgasbord with a selection of deli meats, cheeses, breads and sides
Saturday supper – taco bar Olé – with hamburger, chicken, guacamole, homemade salsa and dips, chips, cheese plus more
Sunday breakfast – muffins, bagels & cream cheese
Members interested in attending are asked to put down a $50 deposit per person no later than February 1. Deposits should be forwarded to
the treasurer, Shayne Sawyer. The final cost of the retreat will be determined based on numbers attending and the cost of supplies for the
event.

February Online Workshops (continued)
By: Angela Johnson
Hardwired for Hot
Date: March 7–31, 2016
Presenter: Merien Grey. FMI, http://www.yosemiteromancewriters.com/.
Voice Training for Your Character
Date: March 7–April 1, 2016
Presenter: Kat Duncan. FMI, http://fthrw.com/online-workshops.
Keeping It Hot: Social Media Strategies for Erotica Authors
Date: March 10–24, 2016
Presenters: Tyra Burton and Jana Oliver. FMI, www.PassionateInk.org/Workshops/#socialmedia.
The Perfect Pitch
Date: March 14–26, 2016
Presenter: MM Pollard. FMI, http://fthrw.com/online-workshops.
Social Media Basics: Twitter and Facebook Page 101
Date: March 14–27, 2016
Presenter: Denise Alicea. FMI, http://rwasd.com/training/index.html.
Speed Writing
Date: March 14–April 10, 2016
Presenter: MM Pollard. FMI, http://occrwa.org/classes/.
The Sweet 16 First Lines of Your Manuscript (webinar)
Date: March 16, 2016
Presenter: Chris Mandeville. FMI, http://rwasd.com/training/index.html.
Whose Story is this Anyway? Whys and Hows of POV
Date: March 20–April 3, 2016
Presenter: Stephanie Giancola. FMI, http://yarwa.com/programs.
Savvy Author Workshops
Dates: March1-31, 2016
FMI: http://ce.savvyauthors.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.ViewPage&monthrequest=3&yearrequest=2016&pageId=488&parentPageId=487
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Money Tips – Choose To Be Wealthy
By Personal Finance Expert: Kevin S. Wilson

It is easy to overlook personal finance responsibilities in today’s economy. Ironically,
now is the time to pay most attention. I am not talking about macroeconomics, microeconomics, the current state of the market, or the GDP. I am talking about personal finance.
Most of us probably got out of school without receiving much education on personal finance. I received a bachelor’s in Business Administration, and I too fall into this “lack of
personal finance” education group. I, however, agree with Mark Twain when he says, “I
never let schooling get in the way of my education.”
Study of personal finance has always been a passion of mine, and this self-sought education has paid
dividends over the years. Specifically because of this lack of content in our formal education system, we
should take proactive steps towards learning how to both handle our money, and implement strategies for
financial success.
As a writer, you already show a level of entrepreneurship that many other people have not had the courage to embrace. This level of risk, reward, commitment, and engagement has no doubt benefitted you in
more ways than one. If you haven’t already, focus some energy on finance that will assist you both personally, and in your business model when it comes to your writings.

In my coursework and working with students, many successful strategies are discussed and implemented with great achievement. I encourage you to take charge of your personal finances and give yourself an
opportunity for success when it comes to your money. Not sure if you’re where you want to be? I propose these 5 questions to ask yourself to get the ball rolling….
What is my current education process when it comes to money?
How much education did I receive in school on personal finance?
What is my current net worth?
What are my passive income strategies and/or plans for retirement?
What mastermind team do I have in place to achieve my financial goals?

Asking yourself these questions and getting real with yourself can get you started down the right track.
If you would like a free copy of the financial workbook “Financial Success Improvement Program,” email kwilsonenterprises@gmail.com with the word “wealth” in the subject line. Take
charge of your personal finances today, and choose to be wealthy.

Kevin S. Wilson is a self-made millionaire and educator on personal finance. For more information on
Mr. Wilson and his books and programs, please visit www.kevinwilsonconnection.org.

KUDOS
In February Reed Holwegner delivered a guest lecture on styles and methods of
policy writing at Washburn University School of Law.

Further Reading
10 Lessons Learned Behind the Scenes of a Book Deal
http://www.writersdigest.com/editor-blogs/there-are-no-rules/10-lessons-learned-behind
-the-scenes-of-a-book-deal
In Novel Writing Practice Makes Perfect

http://www.writersdigest.com/editor-blogs/there-are-no-rules/in-novel-writing-practicemakes-perfect

KWI Next Meeting
Next Meeting
When: February 27th, 2016
Room: Anton (Upper Level)
Where: Topeka Shawnee County Public Library
Topic: Panel Discussion on Setting
March Meeting
When: March 26th, 2016
Room: Anton (Upper Level)
Where: Topeka Shawnee County Public Library

5 Reasons You Should Pitch Your Writing To Smaller Markets

Topic: Critique Session

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/5-reasons-you-should-pitch-your-writing-tosmaller-markets

________________________

What NOT TO DO When Writing YA Books (Advice From A Teen Writer)

Time: 10:00am –2:00pm.

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/what-not-to-do-when-writing-ya-booksadvice-from-a-teen-writer

Critique :10:00am-12:00pm

Bring Diversity to Publishing and to Your Bookshelf

Program Topic: 1:00pm –2:00pm

All meetings begin as follows:

Board meeting: 12:00-1:00

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/bring-diversity-to-publishing-and-to-yourbookshelf
How To Mix Humor Into Your Writing
http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/how-to-mix-humor-into-your-writing
A Rose By Any Other Name: Pros and Cons of Pseudonyms
http://www.mbbp.com/news/rose-by-any-other-name
The 12 Dos and Don’ts of Writing a Blog

http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/the-12-dos-and-donts-of-writing-a-blog

Financials
Starting Balance: $3,203.12
Income: $10.00

Expenses: $0.00
Ending Balance: $3,213.12

Visit us online at:

KWI Blog
Are you interested in writing a blog for KWI? Contact
Tish ‘Bear’ Glasson by e-mail: bearwmnkwi@gmail.com.

www.kswritersinc.com
www.kswriters.wordpress.com

