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Critiquing: A Boost of Confidence to your Writing Ego
By: Romie Chavez
Let’s be honest for second: Critiquing is scary! There I said it. We got that
out of the way. Writer’s work hard at producing a story, am I right? Can I get
an ‘Amen?’
The research and countless hours staring at a screen and typing away is exhausting. We’re all hoping for the same thing. We want to create that one story
that catapults us to the top where we can rub elbows with our literary heroes.
In the middle of this mystical experience, we develop an unbreakable bond.
We’re afraid to show it to anyone for fear of what they might think. We covet
it as if it were a precious child; one born of ink and paper and not ready to be
read by those we deem unworthy. Only an agent will understand my creation.
Only a publishing industry will see the vision for what it is—a work of art to be
admired and talked about. We want it discussed in writer groups all over the
world.
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Unfortunately, I’m going to have to pop your bubble right about…now!
Pop! Did you hear it?
Continued on page 2
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I want that Feedback!
By: Romie Chavez
Critiquing sessions are an important necessity in writing. They help us to breathe new
life into our stories. Fresh eyes can point out inconsistencies and find mistakes you’ve glossed
over a hundred times and can’t see anymore. Peers can determine whether your plot makes
sense and make suggestions on how to move your story forward. Let’s face it, if you want to
be a writer, you have to be willing to take criticism and this is the first step. Trust me, you
don’t want to submit something to an agent or editor, only to find out its garbage. Rejection
letters can be tough and some of their criticism could have been avoided if only you had let
someone else have a peek. Competition to be the next James Patterson, Dean Koontz, Anne
Rice, Stephen King, or J.K. Rowling is fierce. You have to be willing to make tough choices
about plot, characterizations, and setting. In order to do this, you need to surround yourself
with peers who understand the craft and won’t mind lending you a hand.
From personal experience, I’ve found critique sessions to be phenomenal. I’ve become a
better writer because of it and I recommend it to people who are just starting out. You learn so
much and to see it carry over into your own work is like a boost of confidence, an underlining
reassurance that you’re destined for great things.
Have I ever experienced bad critiques where I felt like I wanted to give up? Heck yes!
But that’s the nature of the beast. Not everyone is going to like your work and that’s ok. Even a
‘bad’ critique can have a positive outcome. Perhaps you learned that the character is not relatable to your teen audience because that’s not how he or she would react realistically. Maybe a
scene you thought was hilarious in your head didn’t have the same impact for the reader. In
fact, your story was stronger without it. Shocking, yes, but you wouldn’t have known that if
you hadn’t attended a critiquing session. On the flipside, you have to be willing to give feedback on someone else’s work too. It’s just common curtesy. We can all learn from each other’s
writing styles and knowledge base. When it’s all said and done, go back and take another look
at your baby; help it grow into the novel you want it to be.
How’s that for an opening to KWI’s Saturday Critique session? Hopefully I’ve enticed
you enough to come out and attend this month’s program.
Join KWI on March 26th, 2016, for our annual Large Critique session. Come out and
share your story with friends and supporters of the craft. As I mentioned before, we’re all here
for the same thing, which is to be a writer. Come open-minded and leave fulfilled.
What you need: a submission consisting of five pages double spaced. Bring at least three
copies for other’s to read and give feedback.
Since we are critiquing as part of our program, we will begin our meeting with a prerecorded talk on writing taken from our library, which was presented at a past ThrillerFest confrence. We all hope to see you there!
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April Online Workshops
By: Angela Johnson
Down the Marketing Author Rabbit Hole
Date: April 1–29, 2016
Presenter: Deborah Riley-Magnus (Author Success Coach). FMI, http://heartofcarolina.org.
The Chunky Method: Productivity Skills for Writers
Date: April 1–30, 2016
Presenter: Allie Pleiter. FMI, neorwaonline@gmail.com, http://www.neorwa.com/online-workshops/.
Crafting the Short Story
Date: April 1–30, 2016
Presenter: Susan Palmquist. FMI, http://www.marylandromancewriters.com/crafting-the-short-story/.
Fight Scenes and Weapons Use: Tips and Tricks to Keep them Realistic
Date: April 1–30, 2016
Presenter: Merien Grey. FMI, http://rwasd.com/training/index.html.
Save the Cat: Tips, Tricks & Beat Sheets from Screenwriting Pros
Date: April 1–30, 2016
Presenter: Kit Fraizer. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#APR4.
Storytelling
Date: April 1–30, 2016
Presenter: Shannon Donnelly. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#APR2.
Using Layering as an Editing Tool
Date: April 1–30, 2016
Presenter: Cassandra Carr. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#APR1.
Writing the Continuing Series and/or Trilogy
Date: April 1–30, 2016
Presenter: Susan Palmquist. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#APR3.
World Building from an Intelligence Point of View (CIA, US Special Forces, etc.)
Date: April 4–28, 2016
Presenter: Rhonda Beardsley. FMI, http://www.starrwa.org or carolhenry@frontiernet.net.
Incorporating Humor Into Your Writing
Date: April 4–29, 2016
Presenter: Ally Broadfield. FMI, http://www.yosemiteromancewriters.com/.
New Kid on the Block: A Guide to Writing New Adult
Date: April 4–29, 2016
Presenter: Chanel Cleeton. FMI, http://fthrw.com/online-workshops.
Fairies: The Old Gods
Date: April 4–30, 2016
Presenter: Sheila Currie. FYI, http://www.romance-ffp.com/fairies-the-old-gods/
Medieval Scotland (AD 1000-1500)
Date: April 4-30, 2016
Presenter: Sheila Currie. FYI, http://www.celtichearts.org/workshops/
DIY Blog Tours
Date April 4-30, 2016
Presenter: Inez Johnson. FYI, http://www.celtichearts.org/workshops/
Creating an Author Website at Wordpress.com in Four Easy Lessons
Date: April 11–24, 2016
Presenter: Catherine Chant. FMI, http://rwasd.com/training/index.html.
Inside the Psychic Character's Mind
Date: April 11–May 8, 2016
Presenter: Mary O’Gara. FMI, http://occrwa.org/classes/.
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KS Writers, Inc
Regular Meeting
February 27, 2016 @ 12:30
By Leslie Galbraith

Call to order – the meeting was called to order at 12:30 by the president
Members present: Carolyn Cabral, Romie Chavez, Morgan Chilson, Leslie Galbraith, Susie
Graber, Reaonna Hemmingway, Angela Johnson, Billie-Renee Knight
Reading of previous minutes – Minutes were approved as published in the February newsletter
Financial report – Shayne reported on the state of the organization’s finances. A written report
is attached to these minutes.
Correspondence – Leslie presented a thank you note received from Annette Billings following
her presentation to the group
Unfinished business
Author Reading event – we are still looking at May as the date for this event, but it is
dependent on the availability at Classic Bean
Retreat deadline reminders – The retreat is scheduled for April 15 – 17 at Basswood
Lodge. Shayne reports receiving deposits from 9 members at this point. Leslie is preparing to send out the food sign up list for the event and Shayne and Billie-Renee
will do the shopping for the paper products and meat/eggs for the menu. Shayne is
still accepting deposits for the retreat.
Reminders for newsletter, blog, & website information – turn in information for the
newsletter to Romie. He will send a reminder later in the month. If you wish to contribute a blog to the KWI blog please contact Tish. Any information for the website
should be forwarded to Billie-Renee.
New business
Report from executive board meeting – Billie-Renee reported on the status of the author
reading event and the retreat as well as proposed social outings to the Speakeasy poetry readings on the first Tuesday of each month. A group of interested members intend to meet on Tuesday, March 1 for the next session and invite all members to attend the April event as well. Details will appear on the website and will be emailed
out to members as well. Billie-Renee, Bobbie & Leslie have recently purchased a
new home and would like to invite members to a wine and cheese open house in late
March/early April that will also double as a fundraiser for KWI. Details will be
emailed later in March.
Missouri Writers Guild Annual Conference – April 29 – May 1; registration is $195.
KWI has traditionally sponsored a board member to attend and this year Romie has
indicated an interest in attending.
Kudos – Morgan has returned to the reporting staff at the Topeka Capital-Journal. Congratulations and good luck!
Adjournment – the meeting was adjourned at 12:59.
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Upcoming Writing Events at the Library
How to Workshop for Writers
Tuesday, April 12, 2016 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Marvin Auditorium 101BC
You can gather like-minded writers, share works, successfully workshop fiction, nonfiction and poetry and make your own writing community right where
you are. We'll show you how. Leave armed with new connections and resources to get started with creating or joining a writers group.
Community Novel Project: Marketing Yourself
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Marvin Auditorium 101C
Create and promote your writing persona to help connect readers to your books. Learn how to improve author bios, use social media, choose head shots
and give compelling written and recorded interviews. Get tips and share experiences with other writers. Registration required. Go tohttp://
tscpl.eventbrite.com.
Self-Publishing with Createspace and Smashwords
Monday, June 6, 2016 • 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Marvin Auditorium 101C
Bringing your written work to market for sale and distribution has never been easier. Learn how to select a platform that fits your project. Join a discussion
about formatting and publication options. Share ideas about marketing to reach readers. Register at tscpl.eventbrite.com.
Marketing Your Self-Published Book
Saturday, July 30, 2016 • Noon-2 p.m.
Marvin Auditorium
Plan promotions for marketing your book. Create timelines and implement strategies leading up to and following publication. Share ideas for success with
consignment sales, fairs and events, giveaways, reader reviews, rankings, libraries, and other distribution channels. Register attscpl.eventbrite.com.
Save the Date for:
·

Local Writers Workshop - Saturday, August 20, 2016 - 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

·

Community Novel Project Book Launch - Sunday, September 25, 2016 - 2 p.m.- 4 p.m.

·

Great Writers, Right Here Author Fair – Saturday, December 10, 2016 – 1 p.m.- 4 p.m.

Reminder!!!
Annual Writing Retreat
The 2016 writing retreat will be held over the weekend of April 15 – 17 at Basswood Lodge in Platte City, MO just north of KC. We’ll
kick things off with check in at 3:00 p.m. Friday, April 15 (you don’t have to arrive that early!) and check out at 11:00 a.m. on Sunday, April
17.
We’ll out on Friday evening and serve the rest of the meals ourselves. The menu is looking pretty yummy!
Saturday morning – breakfast casseroles with sausage, bacon, cheese and eggs
Saturday lunch – sandwich smorgasbord with a selection of deli meats, cheeses, breads and sides
Saturday supper – taco bar Olé – with hamburger, chicken, guacamole, homemade salsa and dips, chips, cheese plus more
Sunday breakfast – muffins, bagels & cream cheese
Members interested in attending are asked to put down a $50 deposit and should be forwarded to the treasurer, Shayne Sawyer. The final
cost of the retreat will be determined based on numbers attending and the cost of supplies for the event.

Further Reading

KWI Next Meeting

Secrets of Best-Selling Self-Published Authors #15 - Michael Bunker

Next Meeting

http://www.selfpublishingsuccessfully.com/2016/03/secrets-of-best-selling-selfpublished_17.html

When: March 26th, 2016

4 Lessons for Authors on the Current State of Publishing

Where: Topeka Shawnee County Public Library

https://janefriedman.com/4-lessons-publishing/

Room: Anton (Upper Level)

Topic: Annual Large Critique Session

Moneyball for Book Publishers: A Detailed Look at How We Read

April Meeting

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/15/business/media/moneyball-for-book-publishers-for-adetailed-look-at-how-we-read.html?
hpw&rref=business&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=well-region&region=bottomwell&WT.nav=bottom-well&_r=2

Writing Retreat April 15th-17th
@Basswood Lodge in Platte City, Mo.
(No Meeting)

Educational Irony: Underprivileged Kids Receive The Gift of Free School From A
College Drop Out

When: May 28th, 2016

http://goodness.greatergood.com/cs-free-school/?utm_source=twc-twcfan&utm_medium=socialfb&utm_term=03192016&utm_content=link&utm_campaign=cs-freeschool&origin=twc_twcfan_social_fb_link_cs-free-school_03192016

Where: Topeka Shawnee County Public Library

10 Tricks, Tips, And Techniques To Beat Writer’s Block

________________________

http://writerscircle.com/cs-beat-block/?utm_source=twc-twcfan&utm_medium=socialfb&utm_term=03182016&utm_content=link&utm_campaign=cs-beatblock&origin=twc_twcfan_social_fb_link_cs-beat-block_03182016

“Books Will Always Exist…” Stephen King Talks About Writing Hypnosis
http://thereadersnook.com/stephenkingbooks/?utm_source=twc-twcfan&utm_medium=socialfb&utm_term=03172016&utm_content=link&utm_campaign=stephenkingbooks&origin=twc_t
wcfan_social_fb_link_stephenkingbooks_03172016

Want to Write a Column? Here are 7 Key Tips You Need to Know
http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/want-to-write-a-column-here-are-7-key-tipsyou-need-to-know
Should You Grant an Exclusive Read of Your Novel to an Agent?
http://www.writersdigest.com/online-editor/grant-exclusive-read-novel-agent

May Meeting

Room: Anton (Upper Level)

Topic: TBA

All meetings begin as follows:
Time: 10:00am –2:00pm.
Critique :10:00am-12:00pm
Board meeting: 12:00-1:00
Program Topic: 1:00pm –2:00pm

Financials
Starting Balance: $3,203.12
Income: $10.00

Expenses: $0.00
Ending Balance: $3,213.12

Visit us online at:

KWI Blog
Are you interested in writing a blog for KWI? Contact
Tish ‘Bear’ Glasson by e-mail: bearwmnkwi@gmail.com.

www.kswritersinc.com
www.kswriters.wordpress.com

