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2014: The Year of the Writer 

Hone Your Editing Skills 

 

When I began editing books professionally about 10 years ago, I was sur-
prised by how much better my writing became. I wrote tighter, recog-
nized problems faster and watched my editing skills translate into my 
writing world.  

 

At the next KWI meeting, we'll all become editors. Using a variety of 
writing samples, we'll edit the works and then discuss the editing process. 
It's always fun to see what someone else catches -- and misses -- and to 
explore diverse editing styles.  

 

Remember, we meet for a critique session about 10 a.m., business meet-
ing at 12:30 p.m. and program at 1 p.m. I look forward to seeing you 
there!  

 

–Morgan 
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September Online Workshops 

By Angela Johnson 

 

Advanced Plot Techniques 

Date: September 1–26, 2014 

Presenter: Kat Duncan. FMI, http://www.marylandromancewriters.com/advanced-plot-techniques/.  

 

BDSM for Romance 

Date: September 1–26, 2014 

Presenter: Sascha Illyvich. FMI, http://lowcountryrwa.com/workshops/all-workshops/#SEP.  

  

Before Bond and Clouseau 

Date: September 1–26, 2013 

Presenter: Beth Daniels. FMI, http://www.rwamysterysuspense.org/coffin.php.  

  

Bigger Stories 

Date: September 1–26, 2014 

Presenter: Peter Andrews. FMI, http://fthrw.com/online-workshops.  

  

Character Development: 

Date: September 1–26, 2014 

Presenter: Jackie. FMI, http://lowcountryrwa.com/workshops/all-workshops/#SEP.  

  

Demystifying Scrivener 

Date: September 1–26, 2014 

Presenter: Pat Haggerty. FMI, http://heartofcarolina.org/calendar/.  

  

Dirty Little Secrets of Character Development 

Date: September 1–26, 2013 

Presenter: Keena Kincaid. FMI, http://www.rwamysterysuspense.org/coffin.php.  

  

Myth, Madness, & Mayhem: A heroic romp through mythology and how we can use it to improve our writing 

Date: September 1–26, 2014 

Presenter: Pat Hauldren. FMI, http://lowcountryrwa.com/workshops/all-workshops/#SEP.  

 

Continued on page 5 
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Travel Guide 

Li Dai Di Wang Miao  

(Temple of Ancient Monarchs) 

By: Eleanor Liu 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Located at No. 131 Fuchengmennei Dajie between Zhao Dengyu Street and the North Street of Xisi, this ancient temple 

was first built in the year 1530 in the JiaJing period of the Ming Dynasty.  In 1996 it was declared by the State Department to 

be one of the key cultural relics of China. 

         The first Emperor of the Ming Dynasty, Zhu Yuanzhang, established the Temple of Ancient Monarchs in Nanjing.  After 

the capital was moved to Beijing that temple was scrapped and Emperor JiaJing built this present temple. 

         The Three Emperors and the Five Emperors were the center of the sacrifice system.  These Emperors were known as the 

Sanhuang and Wudi, the common ancestors of all the Chinese people.  The central figures worshipped are Taihao Fuxi, Yandi 

Tanyao and Yushun of the Wudi.  However, there are tablets of 188 emperors from all the dynasties before the Qing  placed in 

the temple.  The Jing De Chong Sheng Palace is the center of worship for these ancient Emperors. 

         There were some modifications and adjustments made from time to time by the Emperors of the Ming and Qing Dynas-

ties.  The worshipping system was formed gradually.  A slogan of the Qianlong period of the Qing Dynasty was “Chinese uni-

ty extends as an endless thread”.  It was intended to show that the Chinese nation advances in one continuous line that would 

never be broken or separated. 

         The temple was left in disarray in the early days of the twentieth century and all worshipping stopped.   In 1925 when 

Dr. Sun Yat Sen died the commemoration ceremony for him was held in the Jing De Chong Sheng Palace, one of the main 

buildings in the complex.  It is a model of  Chinese Classical architecture with an imperial grand style and design. 

         This palace was set up in the 9th year of the JiaJing period of the Ming Dynasty.  Its pillars are golden nammu wood and 

it has a golden paved floor.  It is broad and deep with a thick , heavy eave roof and is heralded as the supreme imperial con-

struction in China. 

         In 1931 a school for Preschool Teachers was established in the temple.  In 1941, it became the No. 3 Peking High School 

for Girls and in 1972 it shifted to the No. 159 High School of Beijing.  Many of the cultural relics of the temple were lost or 

seriously damaged during those times. 

         The government and the Xicheng District decided to protect the temple and the school was relocated. Both the govern-

ment and the Xicheng District provided a huge amount of money for the restoration.  Plans were made to renovate the temple, 

restore the displays and organize exhibitions.  The restoration began in 2001 and the Temple was opened to the public in 

April, 2004. 

Continued on page 4 
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Beijing sites:  

Temple of Ancient Monarchs 

Eleanor Liu 

Continued from page 3 

         The temple is a large one with an area of 21,500 square meters.  The construction area is 6000 square me-

ters.  A large Spirit Wall is located across the street from the main entrance.   All the important buildings of the 

temple are placed on its axis.  These are the high rising archway, stone bridge, steles signing dismount, the main 

entrance, the Jing De Gate, the Jing De Chong Sheng Palace, Ji Qi Ku Room, the East Wing Hall and the West 

Wing Hall.  There are four Stele Pavilions, and two Liao Lu Furnaces.  The Bell Tower, the Sacrificial Kitchen, 

Sacrificial Storeroom, Zai Sheng Pavilion, and the Well Pavilion are located on the South East side.  The Music 

Arrangement Room, Dian Shou Room, Qian Guan Room, the Drum Tower and the Guan Di Temple, known as 

the Temple within a Temple, occupy the South West side. 

         The East Wing Hall contains many artifacts and articles used in the ceremonies at the Temple.  There is a 

machine in this hall which gives English and Chinese explanations of the relics and tells about the rites held 

there.  The sacrificial ceremony was composed of 23 steps.  The music was peaceful and splendid.  There were 

eight ranks of ancient dance.  Sixty four dancers respectively performed routines of military accomplishments 

and civil benevolence.  Sacrificial utensils are displayed and have names such as: fast plates, zhu, xun, chi, pai, 

xiao, zun-ju, deng, xing, fu, gui, dou and bian. 

         Some other relics on display are city wall bricks of the 9th and 10th year of the JiaJing reign, an engraved 

brick of a Liao Lu furnace, a yellow glazed tile of the QingYong Zheng reign, and the dragon pattern on an iron 

cannon of the QianLong reign. 

         The West Wing Exhibition Hall contains portraits of the Ming Emperors, Zhu Yuansheng and JiaJing; and 

the Qing Emperors – ShunZhi, KangXi, YongZheng, and QianLong.  There are fine calligraphy works for the 

temple by the famous calligraphers Shen Peng, Ouyang Zhongshi, Liu Bingsen and Li Duo on display. 

         The entire temple area is very impressive with its spacious red buildings with the Imperial yellow tiled 

roofs.  The two stele pavilions are very large and tall.  The tortoise bases are the largest I have seen anywhere 

and their steles are broad and high with the imperial dragons entwined on the tops.    Large cypress and ever-

green trees are scattered throughout the complex as well as many smaller trees and shrubs. 

         The temple presents a quiet and tranquil atmosphere in the midst of the bustling city of Beijing and is well 

worth visiting. 
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Writer’s Workshops 

Angela Johnson 

continued from page 2 

Scrivener 

Date: September 1–26, 2014 

Presenter: Pat Haggerty. FMI, http://lowcountryrwa.com/workshops/all-workshops/#SEP.  

  

Novel Perspectives 

Date: September 1–October 1, 2014 

Presenter: Sally J. Walker. FMI, http://www.romance-ffp.com/?p=2491.  

  

The Query Conundrum 

Date: September 2–14, 2014 

Presenter: Kerri Nelson. FMI, http://www.yosemiteromancewriters.com.  

  

Writing Steamy Sex Scenes: Making your Readers Beg for More 

Date: September 2–26, 2014 

Presenter: Suzanne Rock. FMI, http://www.frwriters.org/events/online-workshops/.  

  

Audiobooks A-Z 

Date: September 2–30, 2014 

Presenter: Jennifer L. Hart. FMI, http://www.carolinaromancewriters.com/online-workshop-schedule.html.  

  

Enchanted England during the Dark Ages 

Date: September 8–21, 2014 

Presenter: MM Pollard, editor, Black Velvet Seductions. FMI, http://www.romance-ffp.com/?p=2493.  

  

The Total Package: Revamping Your Query, Synopsis, and First Chapter so You’ll Stand Out From the Slush 

Date: September 8–26, 2014 

Presenter: Melissa Cutler. FMI, http://rwasd.com/training/index_cutler2.html. 

  

Self-Publishing 

Date: September 15–October 12, 2014 

Presenter: Kitty Bucholtz. FMI, http://www.occrwa.org/onlineclasses.html. 
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News from 

The World of Ian Hall 

From author, Ian Hall, comes the fifth book in the Roman/Scottish saga, Caledonii: Birth of a 

Celtic Nation, titled Caledonii 5: Druids Work. 

Caledonii 5: Druid's Work 

The story so far… It is now the winter of 80AD, and the Romans have already invaded lowland 

Scotland, establishing a perimeter across the narrowest part of the country, an earthen wall be-

tween the Clyde and Forth rivers. (Sixty years later, this wall would be fortified again as the An-

tonine Wall). The Roman plan for the destruction of the Scottish (Pictish) people is simple; they 

will exterminate or bribe all who stand in their way. The Votadini clan in the eastern lowlands 

laid down their weapons, and received huge amounts of gold for doing so. The Selgovae on the 

borderlands were not so fortunate; determined to resist, they were crushed by the weight of two 

Roman legions. 

Thus begins Caledonii, Book 5: Druid's Work. 

Calach, the young Caledonii leader, has plans underway for the unification of the clans against 

the Romans, but needs time to bring his plan to fruition, and time is not on his side. The Roman 

commander, Julius Agricola, is under direct orders from Emperor Titus to quash the northern 

tribes not under Roman control, and planned a swift two year campaign to do so. With the first 

year safely running to plan, he winters his forces behind his earthen wall, ready to strike into the 

Scottish highlands and drive the Caledonii into the sea. 

Uwan, Calach's younger brother, is a druid with knowledge and wisdom far beyond his years, 

and the druid hierarchy has plans of their own, using Uwan as the spearhead. He travels to the 

Irish kingdom of Dalrieda and confronts the Irish druids, enlisting the aid of the Scotti clans in a 

lowland rebellion against Agricola's forces. With the planned rebellion in place, their hope is to 

give Calach one more year to prepare. 

But Uwan's eyes are on a far greater prize, not only has he work to do at home, he also has a life-

changing journey to make; he must travel to the center of the empire, to Rome itself, and con-

front Titus. 

Caledonii Part 5: Druid’s Work is the tale of Uwan’s mission and the second year of the Roman 

invasion of Scotland. 

The words of a Scottish poet yet then unborn, the Roman’s would find out that “The best-laid 

schemes o’ mice an’ men gang aft agley” 

Continued on page 7 
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Ian’s World 

Continued from page 6  

“What started as a dream three years ago at the Elms, has now been turned into a new Steampunk novel.” - Ian 

Clockwork Killer 

A great detective murder mystery, set in the Victorian Steampunk mid-west USA.  

Illinois, USA, 1866.  

When 17 year old Francis Smalling’s elder sister is cruelly murdered before his eyes, he joins the National Pink-

erton Detective Agency to help find the killer.  

Teamed with their top detective, Paul Chapman, they soon find that the killer has already struck three times, and 

a pattern emerges from their investigations.  

But Francis has other skills which he soon brings to the fore; he is a part-time scientist, an emerging light in the 

Victorian age of invention. He has dabbled in the new sciences for years, and uses his skill, intelligence and 

guile to bring his sister's murderer to justice.  

Francis's burning quest for Justice will shape his life, affect his family and friends, and perhaps change the 

world.  

The Clockwork Killer is a two-voiced story, told alternately by Francis Smalling, the seventeen year old scien-

tist, and his Pinkerton partner, Paul Chapman.  

It is a novel of detection in the Victorian age, and so dips its toe in the Steampunk genre, but it is also a love 

story, a coming of age, a birth of a new science, while being mixed with a gruesome murder or three.  

The Clockwork Killer is the first in the new series, Steampunk Detectives. The second novel, The French Lieu-

tenant's Widow, is due out next summer. 

 

Kansas Writers, Inc 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 26, 2014 

Present:  Mark Bouton, Leslie Galbraith, Tish Glasson, Reaonna Hemmingway, Reed Holwegner, Angela Johnson, Billie-Renee Knight, Shayne 

Sawyer, Janet Stotts,  

Minutes of Previous Meeting: None submitted. 

Treasurer’s Report: None submitted. 

Correspondence:  None submitted. 

Unfinished Business: None. 

New Business: Elections: oral vote was taken. Unanimous confirmation of the panel of suggested officers by all present.  

Committee Reports: None submitted. 

Kudos:  None submitted.  

Prepared by Billie-Renee Knight 



KWI Meeting: 

When: August 23rd, 2014 
 
Where: Topeka Shawnee 
County Public Library 
 
Program: Editing Skills 
 
Next Meeting: 
 
When: September 27th, 
2014 
 
Where: Topeka Shawnee 
County Public Library 
 
Program: TBA 
 
Future: 
 
Holiday Party in Novem-
ber 2014. TBA 
 

Kudos 

 

This past weekend, Mark Bouton joined professional country singer B. J. Forgy in presenting 

a musical program at the meeting of the Kansas Authors' Club on Saturday, August 16th, in 

the basement of McFarland's restaurant in Topeka, KS. Fellow KWI members who  had a 

chance to attend said that the program was excellent. 

Not only did Mark make time to rock out with a country singer, but he recently returned from 

speaking about Writing a Novel at the Public Safety Writer's Association annual conference 

in Las Vegas, Nevada. Mark said: “it's a great conference to learn a lot about police activities 

and operations and procedures.” A big Kuddos to you, Mark!! 

 

Congrats to Deidre Hazim, for publishing a book in June 2014. It is a work of fiction entitled: 

Polygamy Preppers Guide: Five FICTIONAL stories about what can happen if you are 

caught unprepared for a polygamy storm. Lust, Betrayal, Sex, Violence, Mayhem. She has 

been actively promoting it these past four months and looks forward to getting the word out.  

You can read more about it at her website: 

http://www.alnisathewoman.com/ 

 

 

Visit us online at: 

 

www.kansaswritersinc.com 

www.kswriters.wordpress.com 

Financials 

 
None Submitted 

Events in Topeka 

Local Author Workshop 

Calling all authors! Hone your skills in marketing/promoting your book and take a closer 

look at the publishing process (traditional & self-pub). Prepare for successful holiday sales 

and events, including the library’s Local Author Fair on Dec. 6. Reserve your spot in the 

workshop today; call 580-4540.  

When:  

Saturday, August 23, 2014 

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

Marvin Auditorium 101ABC 

Where:  

Topeka Shawnee County Public Library 


