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2014: The Year of the Writer 

Kansas Writers, Inc 

Regular Meeting 

May 24, 2014 

Present:  Mark Bouton, Romie Chavez, Morgan Chilson, Leslie Galbraith, Jason Glasson, Tish Glasson, 
Ian Hall, Reaonna Hemmingway, Reed Holwegner, Angela Johnson, Billie-Renee Knight, Shayne Saw-
yer, Janet Stotts, Kevin Wilson  

Minutes of Previous Meeting: Submitted for publication in April newsletter 

Treasurer’s Report: April 2014  

Beginning balance:  $2,814.21  

Receipts: 0  

Expenses: 0  

Ending balance  $2,814.21 

Correspondence: None submitted. 

Unfinished Business: 

Retreat: Discussion will be continued on month and location.  Several other options are available. 

New Business:  

June Program: Skype program with Mitchell Peck about breaking into Hollywood screenwriting. 

Committee Reports: 

Publicity Committee: Janet Stotts submitted a rough draft of a brochure for KWI for feedback. Form 
will be revised and a logo will be added.  

Nominating Committee: Janet Stotts and Ian Hall will join Mark Bouton to line up nominees.  

Kudos: Morgan Chilson’s Manahattan online project went live last week- bizmanhattan.biz. 

Reaona Hemmingway will be featured along with about 50 Kansas authors at a book signing in Emporia 
next week.   
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2014 KWI Board Members 

President: Tish Glasson  

Vice President: Morgan Rothenberger  

Secretary: Billie-Renee Knight  

Treasurer: Carey Kennedy  

Membership: Shayne Sawyer  

Newsletter: Romie Chavez  

Advisor to the President: Mark Bouton  

Past President: Morgan Rothenberger  

 



June/July Online Workshops 

By Angela Johnson 

 

Breathing Life Into Your Scenes* 

Date: June 16-27, 2014 

Presenter: Beth Corneilson, FMi, http://www.rwaonlinechapter.org/campus.htm 

  

Male Point of View 

Date: July 1–28, 2014 

Presenter: Sascha Illyvich. FMI, http://lowcountryrwa.com/workshops/all-workshops/#JUL.  

  

Resonance: Weaving Words for a Complex and Satisfying Story Symphony 

Date: July 1–28, 2014 

Presenter: Pat Hauldren. FMI, http://lowcountryrwa.com/workshops/all-workshops/#JUL.  

  

You Are What You Say 

Date: July 1–28, 2014 

Presenter: Kat Duncan. FMI, http://lowcountryrwa.com/workshops/all-workshops/#JUL.  

  

Plotting by Character 

Date: July 1–29, 2014 

Presenter: Shannon Donnelly. FMI, http://www.romance-ffp.com/?p=2484.  

  

Behind Bars: A Look Inside a Federal Penitentiary 

Date: July 1–31, 2013 

Presenter: Nancy J. Farrier and Gerry Legg, Jr. FMI, http://www.rwamysterysuspense.org/coffin.php.  

  

The Flip Side of the Same Coin: Heroes & Villains 

Date: July 1–31, 2013 

Presenter: Rebecca Zanetti. FMI, http://www.rwamysterysuspense.org/coffin.php.  

... 

Continued on page 5 
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  Reed and Ian's Excellent Adventure  

by Ian and Reed 

Messrs. Ian Hall and Reed Holwegner (hereafter called “H&H” for the phonetically challenged) climbed the ivory tower steps of the Uni-

versity of Kansas (and to be honest, we actually took the elevator) to attend the 2014 Campbell Conference held in Lawrence on June 13, 

14 and 15.  This cozy Conference, named after John W. Campbell who was the editor of what’s now called Analog magazine, is sponsored 

by the Center for the Study of Science Fiction, an institute within the English Department at KU.  The Conference began with the an-

nouncement of winners for the Campbell Award, which is one of the three national science fiction awards given, the other two being the 

Hugo and Nebula Awards.  An annual award for short stories, called the Theodore Sturgeon Award, is also given at this time.  H&H didn’t 

go to the awards ceremony because the World Cup is playing (Ian’s idea), but the winners are very fine people who really deserved their 

honors as much as Holland deserved their Friday win against Spain.  Mostly.  

The bold partnership of H&H braved the elements and attended Saturday morning’s activities, a roundtable discussion about the interrela-

tionships between science fiction and the real world. It was concluded that the best invention of the past century was either the helicopter 

or the washing machine, for reasons that are not yet fully appreciated. As an aside, Ian found that someone can announce his career as 

“Rhetorician” …  that one will linger for some time. 

After an Indian lunch (skipping the book-signing for some inescapable reason) H&H re-joined the fray, a memorial session held to honor 

the work and life of the late Frederick Pohl, a science fiction writer, editor, and agent, who wrote nearly 50 novels, dozens of short stories, 

and numerous nonfiction books, a body of creation that also has not yet been fully appreciated by everyone.  Like bats from Hades, H&H 

then flew out of Hell and were first in the elevator, having a blinding, over-powering, urgent need for liquids laced with hops, and for air 

that hadn’t been blown through someone’s dark matter accelerator. 

Saturday concluded with an intense cross-table discussion whilst in Hemingway mode (and surprisingly, there is an app for that) in the 

view of multiple football screens. (Ian did jump up and shout “Yes!” when Italy scored against Eng-er-land). Bold trekkers as they are, 

H&H decided to put Saturday’s delirium and disillusion behind them, pull up their socks, throw caution to the winds, shake off the chips 

on their shoulders, strike while the anvil is hot and never use clichés ever again. Yes, they would take the plunge (damn, another cliché!), 

and head back to the conference for the next day. 

Sunday was far more informal; some folks weren’t even wearing pants.  H&H learned that a bionic arm can be a 97 mile stretch of road in 

Colorado and how many words it takes to make a person stop writing their novel. The conference concluded with a discussion about the 

challenges facing writers, such as looming deadlines, characters who seem to be smarter than their creators, and lost computers (but not 

necessarily in that order). We then headed off for an even more informal get-together at a friend-of-the faculty’s house to finish the week-

end and have a nice cup of tea and a comfy chat with all our new friends. 

Then Reed made a wrong turn.  And H&H got lost in Lawrence. Eventually, there was a very lively cross-table discussion while Switzer-

land beat some useless country on the television. H&H didn’t care, they spent most of our time dissecting the quarky minutiae of quarks or 

laughing over our old jokes or wondering what an idiosyncratically arranged plot actually looks like. 

So fellow KWI’ers, the take-away from H&H’s exploits is that everything takes at least twice as long as what you will initially estimate 

(including writing this article!) (and Ian’s re-write). Please keep writing and don’t discount your work. There’s always someone who’s 

written something far worse that’ll be praised for reasons that are absolutely dumfounding, with the emphasis on the first syllable of that 

word.  Keep yourself humble on your path of writing, never thinking your work is the lofty stuff of the literary world; there's always room 

for improvement.  Technology can be good and may be useful.  And our hats are off to those lucky few who take the rapturous opportunity 

to visit Montana. 

(In case you’re wondering, yes, there are several inside jokes in this article; so many, in fact, that we’ve lost count.) 

Also, the World Cup actually got mentioned three times during the Conference, global warming four times, Star Trek too many times, but 

the filthy, disgusting subject of “eBooks” never came up at all. Ah well… so much for the advances of science in the world of publishing. 

We were only at a conference of writers of science fiction. 
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700 Years Ago Today: 

 Blog Series 

By Ian Hall 

 

1314, June 1st: Seven Hundred Years Ago On This Day…. Bannockburn Beckons 

The Battle of Bannockburn is Scotland's Waterloo. It shaped the relationship between Scotland and England for many years, and al-

lowed peace between the two countries for decades. I was born in Edinburgh on the same date as the battle, 23rd June, and as the 700th 

anniversary of Bannockburn nears, (and my 55th birthday) it seems as if both myself and the Battle collide once more. It made me 

wonder what was happening seven hundred years ago, how the battle was shaped, how the armies prepared. So we look back into a 

dark and primitive time, and I embraced my Scottish roots once more. 

The scene... 

The English King Edward’s plan was simple, take his English army, march north, and relieve Stirling Castle, which was under siege in 

lowland Scotland. But Robert Burns, writing ‘To a Mouse’ almost five hundred years later knew that even the simplest plans can often 

crumble or go awry; the best laid plans o’ Mice an’ men Gang aft agley. Under the agreement by King Robert Bruce’s brother, King 

Edward had until the 24th June to reach the castle to stop it falling into Scottish hands. Supposedly an easy task when you outnumber 

the enemy by four to one. Supposedly. 

On the English side… 

Seven Hundred Years Ago on This Day… on June 1st, 1314, King Edward rode at the head of a huge English army, his men marching 

slowly over the moors near the English border. They probably advanced up Dere Street, a still-existing road built by the Romans more 

than a thousand years before. English armies had used this route in the past, and they would use it many times again. With between 

2000 and 3000 mounted knights, the procession would have looked impressive. With an accompanying force of 16,000 foot soldiers, 

consisting of pikemen, archers, crossbowmen and common soldiers, at around 19,000 men it was the largest force to advance north into 

Scotland for many years. The army had been preparing and assembling for almost three months, they were superior in every way to 

their waiting Scottish counterparts, and they knew it. And all they had to do was get to Stirling Castle, touch the walls, and the siege 

would be over, the result of a two year gentleman’s agreement. 

On the Scottish side… 

Seven Hundred Years Ago on This Day… on June 1st, 1314, King Robert Bruce held camp in the Tor woods near Stirling Castle. His 

army knew that a force to relieve the castle was already on its way. Gradually, in ones and twos his army grew, but he knew the signifi-

cance of a small well-trained and equipped army, so sent home those who presented themselves with little arms or armour. Robert 

Bruce had the advantage of picking the terrain, and he chose the marshy land where the Bannock burn (stream) meets the much larger 

river Forth. Bruce knew the force had to come by 24th June, and used his time to prepare small pits in the battlefield, three feet deep, 

spiked at the base, and covered in dry straw. Through the strategic positioning of these holes, he could funnel Edward’s army through a 

small bottlenecks. Bruce had far fewer men at his disposal, no more than 6000 or 7000 foot soldiers and perhaps 500 mounted knights. 

He needed every advantage he could draw from the ground, and he meant to use it. 

Seven Hundred Years Ago on This Day… on June 1st, 1314, neither the men marching north, nor the men digging pits knew the signif-

icance of their actions. No one knew the carnage that would befell them just 23 days later. 

 

If you would like to read more from the series, check out Ian’s blog at http://ianhallauthor.blogspot.com/ 
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Writer’s Workshops 

Angela Johnson 

… continued from page 2 

The Great Agent Search 

Date: July 7–18, 2014 

Presenter: by Jesse Petersen. FMI, http://fthrw.com/online-workshops.  

  

Infusing Your Scenes with Action 

Date: July 7–18, 2014 

Presenter: Lisa Kessler. FMI, http://rwasd.com/training/index_kessler.html. 

  

Breathing Life into Your Resolutions 

Date: July 7–20, 2014 

Presenter: MM Pollard. FMI, http://www.romance-ffp.com/breathing-life-into-your-resolutions/.  

  

Ghosts Along Silk Road and Beyond 

Date: July 7–20, 2014 

Presenter: Ellis Flynn. FMI, http://www.romance-ffp.com/ghosts-along-silk-road-and-beyond/.  

  

Navigating through the Mechanics of Dialogue Punctuation 

Date: July 7–20, 2014 

Presenter: MM Pollard. FMI, http://www.carolinaromancewriters.com/online-workshop-schedule.html.  

  

Wine Speak: The Write Stuff 

Date: July 7–31, 2014 

Instructor: Lisa Airey, Educational Director, French Wine Society. FMI, http://www.marylandromancewriters.com/wine-speak-the-write-
stuff/.  

  

Are You Pitchworthy? (All You Need to Know to Score Big with your Book’s Pitch) 

Date: July 7–August 1, 2014 

Presenter: Kerri Nelson. FMI, http://www.yosemiteromancewriters.com. 

  

More Workshops 

Date: June/July 2014 

SavvyAuthor.com: http://ce.savvyauthors.com/index.cfm?
fuseaction=Page.ViewPage&monthrequest=7&yearrequest=2014&pageId=488&parentPageId=487 

Free Workshops for Members 



KWI Next Meeting: 

June Meeting 
 
Where: 
Topeka Shawnee County 
Public Library 
 
When: 
 
June 28th, 2014 
 
Topic: 
 
Mini-writing retreat & 
Script-Writing Speaker 
@1:00p.m. 
 
July Meeting 
 
Where: Topeka Shawnee 
County Public Library 
 
When: July 26th, 2014 
 
Topic: TBA 

Kudos 

If you liked Ian’s 700 Y ears Ago Today entry, check out his 

blog at http://ianhallauthor.blogspot.com/. He started the blog 

series earlier this month on June 1st. According to Ian, its 

“running up to the big Scottish battle on the 24th of June.” He 

plans to do six or seven episodes, each about the length of the 

one published in today’s newsletter. It’s all the rage in Scot-

land. Go Ian!!! 

In accordance with his new blog series, he managed to finish a 

huge edit of his latest novel, Vampires Don’t Cry: A Mother’s 

Curse. With help, of course, from an anonymous editor.  

 

 

Kudos goes out to Billie-Renee Knight and Romie Chavez 

for their work on the TSCPL Community Novel Project, 

entitled Spirits of Oz, which is geared toward a younger 

audience. Their chapters will be published in July, so be 

sure to check out the library’s website for more details. 

Great job!!! 

Here is a brief synopsis: Nico and Lola Espiritu have all 

the usual problems of 12 year olds—spelling tests, parents, 

sibling rivalry.  Their parents are paranormal investigators 

who star in a struggling reality TV show, so for the most 

part the twins take the supernatural in stride.  Then things 

really get spooky.  The Spirits of Oz reach out for help to 

prevent an impending disaster, and it’s the kids they con-

tact, not the adults.  Are they brave enough to take on an 

otherworldly quest? Can they save the show, and maybe 

even the world?  

Visit us online at: 

 

www.kansaswritersinc.com 

www.kswriters.wordpress.com 

Financials 

May 2014 
 
Beginning balance: $2,814.21 
Receipts: 0 
Expenses: 0 
Ending balance $2,814.21 

Hooray for Hollywood: Mitchell Peck Speaking at KWI 

 

Join us for the KWI June meeting and meet Hollywood producer Mitchell Peck by Skype. 

Peck, who has produced three major movies and worked on numerous deals, recently launched a busi-

ness to help scriptwriters trying to break into the movie business present the best scripts possible. 

Because he is speaking by Skype, 1 p.m. is our set time to talk with Peck. Normally we’re a little easy-

going about our start time, but we can’t be this month!  

Other than the 1 p.m. meeting, we’re having a writing day for our June 28 meeting. The room will be 

open by 9:30 a.m. and we’ll have it until 3 p.m. It’s a great opportunity to set time aside for writing, 

and maybe even grab another writer for an individual critique session.  

To learn more about Peck, visit his website at hollywoodembassy.com or check out his IMDB page. 

Sincerely, 

Morgan Rothenberger 


