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January Critique
By: Morgan Rothenberger

2015 KWI Board Members
President: Tish Glasson

The January KWI meeting is a critique meeting. Bring 10 pages, doublespaced, of your work to the meeting if you'd like to be critiqued. You do
not have to submit your work for critique to attend.

Vice-President: Morgan Rothenberger

This is an opportunity to hear your work read out loud (which leads to interesting revelations for content, dialogue and flow) and to hear what others think about your work. The critiques are always done with a positive
approach and an effort to be helpful to the writer.

Treasurer: Reed Holwegner

If enough people participate, we will finish the critique at 10 a.m. in the
February meeting.

Secretary: Billie-Renee Knight

Membership: Jan Stotts
Newsletter: Romie Chavez
Advisor to the President: Mark Bouton

Thanks!
Morgan Rothenberger
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February Online Workshops

By Angela Johnson
Killer Openings
Date: Feb 1–27, 2015
Presenter: Alexa Bourne. FMI, http://www.rwaonlinechapter.org/.
Let’s Keep it Short—Writing Short Stories and Novellas
Date: February 1–27, 2015
Presenter: Becky Martinez. FMI, http://www.marylandromancewriters.com/category/workshops/.
Creating Your Hero's Fatal Flaw
Date: February 2–15, 2015
Presenter: Laurie Schnebly Campbell. FMI, http://www.scriptscene.org/creating-your-heros-fatal-flaw-by-laurie-schneblycampbell/.
Are We There Yet? Getting Your Manuscript in Tip-Top Shape
Date: February 2–27, 2015
Presenter: Susan Palmquist. FMI, http://www.yosemiteromancewriters.com/workshops.
Advanced Cross Marketing Magic for Authors
Date: February 2–27, 2015
Presenter: Deborah Magnus. FMI, http://fthrw.com/online-workshops.
Coffee Break Business Plan
Dates: February 2–27, 2015
Presenter: Amy Denim. FMI, http://crw-rwa.ning.com/page/crwonlineworkshops.
Scrivener for Windows
Dates: February 2–27, 2015
Presenter: Rebeca Schiller. FMI, http://crw-rwa.ning.com/page/crwonlineworkshops.
Synopsis and Blurb Writing for Today’s Hybrid Author
Date: February 2–27, 2015
Presenter: Pam McCutcheon. FMI, http://www.rwamysterysuspense.org/coffin.
Underwater Investigations
Date: February 2–27, 2015
Presenter: Pam Beason, P.I. FMI, http://www.rwamysterysuspense.org/coffin.
Male POV: Creating Better Heroes
Dates: February 2–28, 2015
Presenter: Sascha Illyvich. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#FEB1.
Scrivener PC | MAC
Dates: February 2–28, 2015
Presenter: Pat Haggerty. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#FEB3.
Writing Great Historical Fiction
Dates: February 2–28, 2015
Presenter: Gillian Bagwell. FMI, http://www.oirwa.com/forum/campus/#FEB2.
Be Your Character's Life Coach
Date: February 16-March 15, 2015
Presenter: Terrel Hoffman. FMI, http://www.occrwa.org/onlineclasses.html.
MM’s Top Five Grammar Commandments
Dates: February 16–April 10, 2015
Presenter: MM Pollard. FMI, http://crw-rwa.ning.com/page/crwonlineworkshops.

Lu Guo Qiao (Marco Polo Bridge)
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By: Eleanor Liu
The Lu Guo Bridge over the Yong Ding River was built first
in 1189 and took five years to complete. Much effort was expended to place the foundation of cedar pillars amid the shifting
riverbed of mud and quicksand which was swollen by the torrential rains in the Rainy Season. It was repaired in the Ming
Dynasty and was completely destroyed by a flood in 1698.
The Yong Ding River was traditionally the largest water
source for Beijing and the Lu Guo Bridge was the only way to
cross the river to travel to South China. There are many legends
concerning the raging torrents of the river. The history of the bridge is the story of conquering the natural
forces as mythically symbolized water dragons. In 1954 the Guang Ting Reservoir was built which captures
the water that once flowed in the Yong Ding River.
The bridge was rebuilt by Kang Xi and Yong Le in the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) and the river was renamed “Everlastingly Peaceful and Settled River”.
A new bridge – the Lu Guo Xin Qiao – was completed in 1971 and traffic was diverted to it. Since then,
there has been no vehicular traffic on the Lu Guo Qiao.
The bridge is supported on ten piers and eleven segmental arches. Hundreds of stone lions from different
eras sit atop pillars along both sides of the bridge. There are more lions hiding on the back, head, under the
belly or paws of the larger lions. Many attempts to count them have resulted in counts from 482 to 501. Records show that originally there were 627 lions. The posture and ages of the lions varies. Most date from the
Ming (1388-1644) and the Qing (1644-1911) but some are from the Yuan (1271-1388) while a few very rare
ones are from the Jin (1115-1234).
The bridge has played an important role in history. Mutinous Jin troops at the bridge led to the capture of
Beijing by Ghenghis Khan in 1215. The last Ming Emperor Chong Zheng fortified the city just east of the
bridge in a vain attempt to stop Li Zi Cheng (Emperor Shun Zhi) from founding the Qing Dynasty.
On July 7, 1937 combined Communist and Kuomingtang resistance to Japanese occupation began at the
bridge and is known as the Marco Polo Bridge incident.
The Lu Guo Qiao is known in the West as the “Marco Polo” Bridge because of the elaborate and awed description of it in the writings of Marco Polo.
Near the bridge is the 17th Century Wanping Fortress which now houses the Museum of the War of Chinese Resistance Against Japanese Aggression.

Building Those Writing Muscles
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By: Billie-Renee Knight
As a new year begins I like to review my past year’s writing efforts and look forward to what I
would like to accomplish in the new one. At this time every year my inbox fills with articles and advertisements promising to make me a better writer or a published writer or a more prolific writer. It
seems to me the simplest plan is usually the best and getting back to the basics makes the most sense.
Isn’t that what all the lose weight/exercise plans tout?
Write every day. This sounds like the most simple of advice, but how many of us actually do it? I
know I often make excuses for why I don’t have time to write on any given day. I’m too tired. I have
too much to do. The dishes need washing. There’s a pile of laundry to be done. Yes, these things may
be important, but so is writing. Even if you are only able to set aside a short amount of time, say five
or ten minutes, write something!
Set a daily writing goal. It doesn’t have to be a huge goal, especially at the beginning. Just like with
physical exercise, a short amount of time dedicated to practice will improve your skills and build
those muscles. Once you establish a daily goal and stick with it, consider increasing it over time. Or
maybe your goal could be a number of words per day. Again it doesn’t have to be huge. Over time
this might increase. Another thing to consider – you don’t have to do it all in one sitting. Break it up
over the course of the day as you have time with five minutes here and another five there.
Have an end play in mind. Know what you want to write and for whom. Make a list of possible submission points and send out your finished piece. If you have a publication goal it can often help motivate you to keep writing every day.
Read, read, read. It should come as no surprise that the best writers are also prolific readers, so make
sure to set aside some reading time.
Find a writing group. Having like-minded friends to share your work and your goals with can make
all the difference. Sometimes you have to try several groups in order to find the right fit, but it is
worth it in the end.
Have fun. If it’s not fun why do it?

KWI Holiday Party 2014
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The holidays have come and gone, but the memories live on. KWI’s Holiday Party in November 2014 was a great
time had by all. There was lots of good food, music, and pleasant company. A big shout out goes to Morgan Rothenberger for reserving a room for us at First Congregational Church. Everyone seemed to have a good time. Check out
the pictures below. Courtesy of Eleanor Liu.

Kudos
KWI Next Meeting
From author Ian Hall comes his newest novel.

When:
January 24th, 2015

The idea of the Novelette...
To get people into the Caledonii series now standing at 5 volumes and about 200,000 words.
A 10,000 word prequel to the Caledonii: Birth of a Celtic
Nation series.
It is 69AD, and the Romans have been lords of the southern
part of Britain for over twenty years. Knowing their eyes are
forever northward, the Brigante King Venutius decides to
send two of his young sons north to safety.
Sewell, a northern druid, is sent on the mission to locate the boys, then get them safe to his
homeland in the Caledonii nation.
It is a dangerous journey through hostile lands, and there are many who would stand in his
way.

Where:
Topeka Shawnee County
Public Library
Topic: Critique
Future Meetings:
When:
February 28th, 2015
Where:
Topeka Shawnee County
Public Library
Topic: TBA

He cannot fail.
Released on Christmas Day. Download Now!!

Welcome Back Writers!!!

KWI Blog
Are you interested in writing a blog for KWI? Contact
Tish ‘Bear’ Glasson by e-mail: bearwmnkwi@gmail.com.

Write-In
KWI member, Cheryl Swayne is hosting another all day
write-athon on February 14th, 2015 (9:00am -4:00pm.).
Members refer to your invite for details, which is included
with the newsletter. A huge thanks to Cheryl for doing
this!

Financials
Beginning balance: $2,814.21
Receipts: $411.25
Expenses: $134.36
Ending balance: $3,091.10

Visit us online at:

www.kswritersinc.com
www.kswriters.wordpress.com

